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________ SEPTEMBER settembre ________


September 3rd – IAST Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00pm, Call Vince for details if you want to come to the meeting.


September 28th – Monthly IAST Dinner Meeting at St Patrick Church in Sand Springs, Sunday, 1:30pm








THIS MONTH IN ITALIAN HISTORY


July 3


321: Sunday was designated a day of rest by Roman Emperor Constantine I.


July 6


1519: Charles of Spain was elected Holy Roman emperor in Barcelona.


July 9


118 BC: Hadrian, Rome's new emperor, made his entry into the city.


July 11


1934: BORN–Giorgio Armani, Italian fashion designer.


July 12


100 BC: BORN–Julius Caesar, Roman dictator (traditionally accepted date).


July 15


1997: DIED–Gianni Versace, Italian fashion designer.


July 18


64 BC: The Great Fire of Rome started; in 9 days, two-thirds of the city was destroyed.


1610: DIED–Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, Italian painter.


2001:DIED–Fabio Taglioni, Italian automotive engineer.


July 19


1374: DIED–Petrarch, Italian scholar and poet.


July 20


1304: BORN–Petrarch, Italian scholar and poet.


1937: DIED–Guglielmo Marconi, Italian inventor of the wireless telegraph.


July 23


1894: BORN–Vincent Sardi, Italian-American restaurateur.


July 25


1943: Benito Mussolini was forced to resign as Dictator of Italy, bringing an end to the Fascist regime.


1956: The Italian liner Andrea Doria sank after colliding with the Swedish ship Stockholm, 45 miles south of Nantucket Island; 51 people died. 


July 29


1883: BORN–Benito Mussolini, dictator of Italy (1922-1945).


August 1


1498: Italian explorer Christopher Columbus set foot on the American mainland for the first time, in present-day Venezuela.


August 3


1492: Christopher Columbus set sail from Spain, on his first voyage that took him to the present-day Americas. 


1778: La Scala opera house opened in Milan, Italy.


August 6


1806: The Holy Roman Empire ceased to exist as Emperor Francis I abdicated.


August 8


117: Hadrian became emperor of Rome following the death of his father Trajan.


August 9


378: A large Roman army under Valens, Roman emperor of the East, was defeated by the Visigoths at the Battle of Adrianople in present-day Turkey.


August 18


1750: BORN–Antonio Salieri, Italian composer.


August 23


1926: DIED–Rudolph Valentino, Italian-born American film actor.


1927: Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, two Italian-American anarchists, accused of robbery and murder on April 15, 1920 were sent to the electric chair.


August 24


79: Mount Vesuvius erupted, burying the Roman cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum in volcanic ash and killing an estimated 20,000. 


410: The Visigoths (German barbarians), led by Alaric, sacked Rome.


August 26


55 BC: Roman forces under Julius Caesar invaded Britain.


August 30


1870: BORN–Maria Montessori, Italian educator.


GREAT FIRE OF ROME


According to the historian Tacitus, the Great Fire of Rome started on the night of 18 July in the year 64, among the shops clustered around the Circus Maximus. As many Romans lived in wooden houses without masonry, the fire spread quickly through these areas. The fire was almost contained after five days before regaining strength. Suetonius claims the fire burned for six days and seven nights in total. The fire completely destroyed four of fourteen Roman districts and severely damaged seven. Also destroyed were Nero's palace, the Temple of Jupiter Stator and the hearth in the Temple of Vesta. 


The fire and Rome's reconstruction 


The actual size of the fire is the subject of some debate. According to Tacitus, who was nine years old at the time of the fire, it spread quickly and burnt for five days. It completely destroyed four of fourteen Roman districts and severely damaged seven. The only other historian who lived through the period and mentioned the fire is Pliny the Elder who wrote about it in passing. Other historians who lived through the period (including Josephus, Dio Chrysostom, Plutarch, and Epictetus) make no mention of it. The only other account on the size of fire is an interpolation in a forged Christian letter from Seneca to Paul: "A hundred and thirty-two houses and four blocks have been burnt in six days; the seventh brought a pause". This account implies less than a tenth of the city was burnt. Rome contained about 1,700 private houses and 47,000 apartment blocks.


It was said by Suetonius and Cassius Dio that Nero sang the "Sack of Ilium" in stage costume while the city burned. However, Tacitus' account has Nero in Antium at the time of the fire. Tacitus said that Nero playing his lyre and singing while the city burned was only rumor. Popular legend remembers Nero playing the fiddle while Rome burned, but this is an anachronism as the instrument had not yet been invented, and would not be for over 1,000 years.


According to Tacitus, upon hearing news of the fire, Nero rushed back to Rome to organize a relief effort, which he paid for from his own funds. After the fire, Nero opened his palaces to provide shelter for the homeless, and arranged for food supplies to be delivered in order to prevent starvation among the survivors. In the wake of the fire, he made a new urban development plan. 


Houses after the fire were spaced out, built in brick, and faced by porticos on wide roads. Nero also built a new palace complex known as the Domus Aurea in an area cleared by the fire. The size of this complex is debated (from 100 to 300 acres). To find the necessary funds for the reconstruction, tributes were imposed on the provinces of the empire. 


A rumor of arson and the persecution of Christians


It is uncertain who or what actually caused the fire— whether accident or arson. According to Tacitus, some in the population held Nero responsible. To diffuse blame, Nero targeted the Christians. Christians confessed to the crime, but it is unknown if these were false confessions induced by torture. Also, the passage is unclear what the Christians confessed to— whether arson or being Christians. Suetonius and Cassius Dio favor Nero as the arsonist with an insane desire to destroy the city as his motive. However, major accidentally started fires were common in ancient Rome. In fact, Rome burned again under Vitellius in 69 and under Titus in 80..


Nero ordered Christians to be thrown to dogs, while others were crucified or burned to serve as lights.


Tacitus described the event:


Consequently, to get rid of the report, Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome, where all things hideous and shameful from every part of the world find their centre and become popular. Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who pleaded guilty; then, upon their information, an immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of firing the city, as of hatred against mankind. Mockery of every sort was added to their deaths. Covered with the skins of beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to the flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, when daylight had expired.


Historical accounts 


The varying historical accounts of the fire come from three secondary sources — Cassius Dio, Suetonius and Tacitus. The primary accounts, which possibly included histories written by Fabius Rusticus, Cluvius Rufus and Pliny the Elder, did not survive. These primary accounts are described as contradictory and gross exaggerations. At least five separate stories circulated regarding Nero and fire:


Motivated by a desire to destroy the city, Nero secretly sent out men pretending to be drunk to set fire to the city. Nero watched from his palace on the Palatine Hill singing and playing the lyre. 


Motivated by an insane whim, Nero quite openly sent out men to set fire to the city. Nero watched from the Tower of Maecenas on the Esquiline Hill singing and playing the lyre. 


Nero sent out men to set fire to the city. Nero sang and played his lyre from a private stage. 


The fire was an accident. Nero was in Antium. 


The fire was caused by Christians.


GIORGIO ARMANI


Giorgio Armani (born 11 July, 1934) is an Italian fashion designer, particularly noted for his menswear. He formed his company, Armani, in 1974, and by 2001 was acclaimed as the most successful designer to come out of Italy, with an annual turnover of $1.691 billion, and a personal fortune of $4.1 billion. 


Giorgio Armani was born in Piacenza, Emilia-Romagna. He originally trained in medicine, but found his passion in photography, before being called up for national service in 1957. He then worked in a department store, La Rinascente, as a window dresser.


From 1961 to 1970, Armani worked as a designer in well-known fashion house Nino Cerruti, after which he left to pursue freelance work. In 1974, with his partner Sergio Galeotti, he established Armani with a menswear label, introducing a womenswear line in 1975. His sister Rosanna Armani joined him in the company; Galeotti died of AIDS in 1985.


Giorgio Armani has a keen interest in sport; he is an acknowledged fan of Inter Milan, a president of the Milan basketball team, and has twice designed the "off-field" outfits for the England national football team.


He is known today for his clean, tailored lines. He achieved his international breakthrough by tailoring for numerous Hollywood names and especially for Richard Gere in the title role of American Gigolo in 1980.


Armani was also noted for building a mansion on the Caribbean island of Antigua, and being among the first designers to ban models with a body mass index (BMI) under 18 (the minimum healthy BMI), after model Ana Carolina Reston starved herself to death due to anorexia nervosa.


In January 2007 Armani has become the first designer to broadcast a haute couture fashion show live on the Internet. The haute couture Armani Prive spring/summer 2007 fashion show was broadcast via Microsoft Corporation’s MSN and Cingular cellular phones.


In 2001, Forbes named Giorgio Armani the most successful Italian designer, estimating his net worth at $1.7 billion. The following year he was appointed as a Goodwill Ambassador for the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.


In 2007, Armani was named the "Best Dressed Environmentalist" by the Sustainable Style Foundation. In 2006, he designed the ceremonial Italian flag-bearers' outfits at the 2006 Winter Olympics Opening Ceremony in Turin, Italy.


In 2006, Forbes once again named Giorgio Armani the most successful Italian designer. His net worth was $4.1 billion.


In February 2007, Giorgio Armani said that he was prepared to sell his trademarks.


England's Chelsea and Hong Kong's South China are the only two football teams being sponsored by Giorgio Armani.


SS ANDREA DORIA


Owners:  Italian Line  


Built:  by Ansaldo Shipyards of Genoa, Italy  


Launched:  June 16, 1951  


Maiden voyage:  January 14, 1953  


Fate:  Capsized and sank on July 25, 1956 after colliding with the MS Stockholm  


General characteristics  


Tonnage:  29,083 gross tons  


Length:  700 feet (213.8 m)  


Beam:  90 feet (27.5 m)  


Power:  Steam turbines  


Propulsion:  Twin screws  


Speed:  23 knots  


Passenger Capacity:  1,221


SS Andrea Doria was an ocean liner for the Italian Line (Società di navigazione Italia) home ported in Genoa, Italy. Named after the 16th century Genoese admiral Andrea Doria, the Andrea Doria had a gross tonnage of 29,100 and a capacity of about 1,200 passengers and 500 crew. For a country attempting to rebuild its economy and reputation after World War II, the Andrea Doria was an icon of Italian national pride. Of all Italy's ships at the time, Andrea Doria was the largest, fastest and supposedly safest. Launched on June 16, 1951, the ship undertook its maiden voyage on January 14, 1953.


On July 25, 1956, approaching the coast of Nantucket, Massachusetts bound for New York City, the Andrea Doria collided with the eastward-bound MS Stockholm of the Swedish American Line in what became one of history's most famous maritime disasters. Struck in the side, the Andrea Doria immediately started to list severely to starboard, which left half of her lifeboats unusable. The consequent shortage of lifeboats might have resulted in significant loss of life, but improvements in communications and rapid responses by other ships averted a disaster similar in scale to the Titanic disaster of 1912. 1660 passengers and crew were rescued and survived, while 46 people died as a consequence of the collision. The evacuated luxury liner capsized and sank the following morning. 


The incident and its aftermath were heavily covered by the news media. While the rescue efforts were both successful and commendable, the cause of the collision and the loss of the Andrea Doria afterward generated much interest in the media and many lawsuits. Largely because of an out-of-court settlement agreement between the two shipping companies during hearings immediately after the disaster, no resolution of the cause(s) was ever formally accomplished. Although the majority of blame appeared initially to fall to the Italian liner, more recent discoveries have indicated a likelihood that a misreading of radar on the Swedish ship may have initiated the collision course which led to some errors on both ships which resulted in the disaster. 


The Andrea Doria was the last major transatlantic passenger vessel to sink before aircraft became the preferred method of travel. 


Final voyage – A collision course 


On the evening of Wednesday, July 25, 1956, the Andrea Doria, commanded by Captain Piero Calamai, carrying 1,134 passengers and 572 crew members, was heading west toward New York. It was the last night out of a transatlantic crossing from Genoa which began on July 17. The ship was expected to dock in New York the next morning. 


At the same time, MS Stockholm, a smaller passenger liner of the Swedish American Line, had departed New York about midday heading east across the North Atlantic Ocean toward Gothenburg, Sweden. The Stockholm was commanded by Captain Harry Gunnar Nordenson, though Third Officer Johan-Ernst Carstens-Johannsen was in command on the bridge at the time. The Stockholm was following its usual course east to Nantucket Lightship, making about 18 knots (33 km/h) with clear skies. Carstens estimated visibility at 6 miles (11 km if they are nautical miles). 


As the Stockholm and the Andrea Doria were approaching each other head-on in the well-used shipping corridor, the westbound Andrea Doria had been traveling in heavy fog for hours. The captain had reduced speed slightly (from 23 to 21.8 knots), activated the ship's fog warning whistle, and had closed the watertight doors, all customary precautions while sailing in fog. However, the eastbound Stockholm had yet to enter what was apparently the edge of a fog bank, and was apparently unaware of it. 


The waters of the North Atlantic south of Nantucket Island were frequently the site of intermittent fog as the cold Labrador Current encountered the Gulf Stream. As the two ships approached each other at a combined speed of , although each was aware of the presence of another ship, guided only by radar, they apparently misinterpreted each others' courses. There was no radio communication between the two ships. 


In the critical minutes before the collision, the original inquiry established that Andrea Doria gradually steered to port (left), attempting a starboard-to-starboard meeting, while the Stockholm turned about 20 degrees to its starboard (right), an action intended to widen the passing distance of a port-to-port meeting. In fact, they were actually steering towards each other—narrowing rather than widening the passing distance. Compounded by the extremely thick fog which enveloped the Doria as the ships approached each other, they were quite close by the time visual contact had been established, and each realized the ships were on a collision course. By then, despite last minute maneuvers, they were unable to avoid the collision. 


In the last moments before impact, the Stockholm turned hard to the starboard and was in the process of reversing its propellers attempting to stop. The Doria had remained at its cruising speed of almost engaged in a hard turn to port, its Captain hoping to outrun the collision. At approximately 11:10 PM, the two ships collided. 


Impact and penetration 


When Andrea Doria and the Stockholm collided at almost a 90-degree angle, the Stockholm's sharply raked ice breaking prow pierced Andrea Doria's starboard side approximately midway of its length, penetrating three cabin decks to a depth of nearly 40 feet (12 m) and into its keel. The collision smashed many occupied passenger cabins and, at the lower levels, ripped open several of Andrea Doria's watertight compartments. The gash pierced five fuel tanks on Andrea Doria's starboard side and filled them with 500 tons of seawater. Meanwhile, air was trapped in the empty tanks on the port side, contributing to an uncorrectable list. The ship's large fuel tanks were mostly empty at the time of the collision since the ship was nearing the end of its voyage. 


Meanwhile, on the bridge of the Stockholm, immediately after the impact, engines were placed at FULL STOP, and all watertight doors were closed. The ships were intertwined about 30 seconds. As they separated, the smashed bow of the stationary Stockholm was dragged aft along the starboard side of the Doria which was still moving forward, adding more gashes along the side. The two ships then separated and the Doria moved away into the heavy fog. Initial distress radio calls were sent out by each ship, and in that manner, they learned each others' identity. The world soon became aware that two large ocean liners had collided.


This was the SOS sent by the Andrea Doria:


"SOS DE ICEH SOS HERE AT 0320 GMT LAT. 40.30 N 69.53 W NEED IMMEDIATE ASSISTANCE"


TUSCANY


A breathtakingly beautiful region barely the size of New Jersey, Tuscany boasts six UNESCO World Heritage Sites – more than the number for many entire countries.  The world-recognized Leaning Tower of Pisa and the locked-in-time centro storico of Florence come as no surprise, but visitors can also seek out the quiet fifteenth-century town of Pienza, the first planned Renaissance city, so perfectly preserved it was used as the location for Zeffirelli’s film Romeo and Juliet, or San Gimignano, the quintessential Tuscan hill town which has been dubbed by visitors the “Medieval Manhattan” for the dozen-plus towers that punctuate its skyline.


There is the unparalleled interior of sunflower- and vine-covered hills, and the wild moorlands of the Maremma, Italy’s own little corner of cowboy country.  But how many think of Tuscany’s idyllic coastline and its sunny islands?  Elba, the largest of the Tuscan archipelago, was the bittersweet place of exile for Napoleon Bonaparte.  But Tuscany’s most prized possession may well be the Tuscans themselves – the self-anointed, self-effacing toscanacci (nasty old Tuscans).  Sarcastic and sharp-tongued but kind and generous to a fault, they share with the world a profound reverence for the region.


MOB TRIED TO BUY LAZIO


ROME (AP)–Italian police arrested seven people Tuesday in a crackdown on an organized crime group that allegedly tried to buy the Lazio soccer team with laundered money.  Three people were still at large in an investigation that targeted nine Italians and a Hungarian, police said. They tried to acquire the club through money coming from illicit activities of the Casalesi clan, a group of the Naples-based Camorra crime syndicate, police added.


Among those still being sought was former Italy and Cosmos star Giorgio Chinaglia, now living in the United States, police official Gianluca Campana said. Two years ago, authorities first ordered his arrest on charges of extortion and insider trading at Lazio, he added.  Chinaglia, who helped Lazio win its first Italian title in 1974 and later became the club’s president, is accused of trying to influence the price of Lazio shares, prosecutors said in 2006.


He allegedly tried to oust current club president Claudio Lotito by falsely claiming there was a Hungarian investment group interested in buying a controlling stake in the club.  Lazio shares are traded on the Milan stock exchange. Tuesday’s arrest warrant adds a charge of money laundering to the previous accusations.


The 61-year-old Chinaglia reiterated his innocence in interviews given from the United States to Italian media.  “I don’t know these people,” he told RAI state TV, referring to others involved in the investigation. “I have no idea about these facts.”  Chinaglia played alongside Pele and Franz Beckenbauer for the Cosmos in the defunct North American Soccer League in the 1970s before returning to Italy to lead Lazio as president and later work in the management of other soccer teams.


ITALY DEPLOYS TROOPS TO FIGHT STREET CRIME


ROME, Italy (AP) -- The Defense Ministry says hundreds of soldiers have been deployed in cities across Italy as part of government measures to fight street crime.


In Rome, some 400 men and women are deployed at subway and railway stations and at an immigrant center. 


They are not expected to be immediately deployed in the capital's historic center.


In Milan, some 150 soldiers were patrolling the Duomo cathedral and sensitive sites such as the U.S. consulate and the city's synagogue. Soldiers were also deployed in Naples, Bologna and Palermo, Italian reports said.


More soldiers will be deployed in coming days, reaching an overall total of 3,000, said Lt. Col. Mario Busi of the Defense Ministry.


Premier Silvio Berlusconi's conservative government had proposed the measure as part of a security package that also toughens rules for illegal immigrants, whom some Italians link to crime. The measure, recently approved by parliament, remains in effect for six months.


Defense Minister Ignazio La Russa dismissed criticism that the soldiers would scare residents, saying that instead they could help address citizens' concerns on security. The people more likely to be afraid, he said, were "the thieves, the rapists, the criminals."


Berlusconi has made law and order a priority after winning April elections on promises to crack down on crime.


Some critics say the deployments will end up militarizing the cities, while others bring up the opposite argument that a deployment of 3,000 soldiers is little more than a show.


In the 1990s, soldiers were sent into Sicily to help free up police for investigations of the Mafia.


ROMA


They call it the Eternal City because it would take an eternity to see it all.  Rome’s icons – the Coliseum, the Vatican, the Pantheon, and the Roman Forum – are timeless, and even more spellbinding in person.


You can experience her pulse by wandering through her character-laden street, punctuated by sunny piazzas and fountains, past crumbling palazzos, and animated outdoor cafés.�


Teatro dell'Opera di Roma


�


The Colleseum





STARACE REACHES QUARTERS OF SWEDISH OPEN


BASTAD, Sweden -- Potito Starace beat Wimbledon semifinalist Marat Safin 7-6 (4), 3-6, 6-4 and reached the quarterfinals of the Swedish Open on Wednesday.


The win was the Italian's second three-set match in two days, after ousting 2002 champion Carlos Moya in the first round. Starace defeated Safin for the first time since losing to the Russian at the 2004 French Open.


In Friday's quarterfinals, Starace will play fourth-seeded Tomas Berdych of the Czech Republic, who topped former Australian Open champion Thomas Johansson of Sweden 7-6 (2), 6-2 in the first match under lights in the tournament's 61-year history. Berdych reached the final here in 2005.


AFGHAN FEMALE RUNNER MISSING, MAY BE SEEKING ASYLUM IN ITALY


LONDON -- The only female athlete on Afghanistan's team for the Beijing Olympics has gone missing from a training camp in Italy and apparently is seeking political asylum in Norway.  Mehboba Ahdyar, a 19-year-old runner who competes in the 800 meters and 1,500 meters, hasn't been heard from since leaving the training center in Formia last week. Her luggage and passport also were gone.


"The IOC accepts that athletes sometimes feel they have to make hard choices to improve their lives," International Olympic Committee spokeswoman Emmanuelle Moreau said Thursday. "It would appear this is what has happened in this case."


Ahdyar, part of Afghanistan's four-member Olympic team, had been training for the Aug. 8-24 Games on an IOC scholarship program that assists athletes from smaller and less-developed nations.  She began training in April at a high-performance center in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, and moved in early June to the pre-Games facility in Formia, south of Rome, where she was supposed to stay until July 7.


"She's gone missing," Moreau said. "We don't have any official information. We only know that she might be seeking asylum in Norway." The IOC has had no word from Ahdyar and is in contact with Afghanistan's national Olympic committee and the International Association of Athletics Federations.  "On July 4, she left with her bags and passports, and we have not heard from her since," IAAF spokesman Nick Davies said. "We have heard nothing from her directly."


In Kabul, the deputy chairman of the Afghan Olympic body, Sayed Mahmoud Zia Dashti, said Ahdyar had a leg injury and was receiving treatment in Italy.  "I can confirm that she has injured her leg and that she has will not participate in the Beijing Olympics and that her family in Italy is taking care of her," he said.


There had been fears that Ahdyar's disappearance could be linked to death threats from Muslim extremists in Afghanistan opposed to women running in the Olympics.  Afghanistan was banned from the 2000 Sydney Olympics, because the Taliban regime in power at the time barred women from taking part in the Games.


The 2004 Athens Games marked the first time Afghan women competed in the Olympics, with Robina Muqimyar running in the 100-meter heats and Friba Razayee competing in judo.  Afghanistan is fighting a Taliban insurgency six years after the hardline regime's ouster, and women are still considered second-class citizens. Taliban militants often target organizations and individuals who champion women's issues.


Ahdyar's family of eight lives in a mud-brick house in one of the poorest parts of Kabul.  "We are scared, really scared about the security situation in our country and of the people who have negative views about my family," Ahdyar's mother, Moha Jan, told The Associated Press in March. "These problems cannot stop us from supporting our daughter."


Ahdyar, who competes wearing a head scarf and long pants, runs the 1,500 meters in about 4 minutes, 50 seconds -- a full minute slower than the world record.  According to the IOC, she began running in road races in 2004, moving to track competition two years later. She broke the national records for the 800 and 1,500 in 2007.


ITALIAN ATHLETE OF THE MONTH


Filippo Volandri (Tennis Player)�
�
��
�
Country�
� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Flag_of_Italy.svg" \o "Flag of Italy" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/03/Flag_of_Italy.svg/22px-Flag_of_Italy.svg.png" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���� Italy�
�
Residence�
Livorno, Italy�
�
Date of birth�
September 5, 1981 (1981-09-05) (age 26)�
�
Place of birth�
Livorno, Italy�
�
Height�
182cm (6ft 0in)�
�
Weight�
73kg (161lb)�
�
Turned pro�
1997�
�
Plays�
Right-handed; one-handed backhand�
�
Career prize money�
$2,308,921�
�
Singles�
�
Career record:�
138 - 131�
�
Career titles:�
2�
�
Highest ranking:�
No. 25 (July 23, 2007)�
�
Grand Slam results�
�
Australian Open�
2nd (2004)�
�
French Open�
4th (2007)�
�
Wimbledon�
2nd (2004)�
�
US Open�
2nd (2004)�
�
Doubles�
�
Career record:�
17 - 48�
�
Career titles:�
0�
�
Highest ranking:�
120 (May 14, 2006)�
�
Infobox last updated on: February 25, 2008.�
�
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Chi fa da sé, fa per tre.�English translation: He who works by himself does the work of three (people).  Idiomatic meaning: Do it yourself if you want it done right.





continued on page 3





Chi ben comincia è a metà dell'opera.�English translation: A good start is half the battle
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MESSAGGIO DEL PRESIDENTE


Cari Amici,


Has anyone else noticed how hot it’s been lately?  I wonder if Dante had a similar Summer when he wrote his Divina Commedi between 1308 and his death in 1321.  I’m sure his Inferno was just as hot as this Oklahoma heatwave.  Be that as it may, please stay safe and cool during your vacations as the most important asset of our club is our people.


Speaking of our people, I’d like to congratulate Teresa Loveless for taking on the role of Vice-President.  If I get called up by the Army Reserves…then watch out!!!  She is dynamite in a small package.  Also, we have a few newcomers to the Board.  Fran Bowley and JoAnn Sieber have recently joined our club and decided to become Board Members!  I welcome their insight and enthusiasm as we seek fulfill our mission statement listed above.


With all these new faces, we also must say goodbye and a very big THANK YOU to Phyllis Gargiulo for her many years of service to the club.  She’s even working on next year’s Picnic/Election by reserving the shelters at Haikey Creek Park.  We will certainly miss her leadership on the board and for the club, but I know she will continue to contribute in several ways in the future.  At least, this President is hoping she will as I need all the help I can get.


Speaking of help…we are in dire need of help to fill several committees.  The Entertainment Committee is in charge of lining up entertainment for the next year.  Hopefully, we can find someone to fill this role, as you do not want to hear me sing!!  Trust me on that one.


Also, we are still seeking people to help with the Festa Planning Committee.  Currently, myself, Betty Sposato, Michael Loveless and Teresa Loveless are meeting a few times each month to work on the Festa.  The main thing we have decided on is to move the Festa to the Springtime.  We are tentatively scheduling May 16th as a possible Festa data.  The location is still being worked out as well as other details, but I hear that Sheri Agostini and Mary Jo Tannehill have come up with a few ideas.  I look forward to their report at the next Board Meeting.


Did you know that you…yes you…can attend a Board Meeting?  Come find out what the club leaders are planning.  If you wish to have your voice heard at the meeting, let me know and I will add you to the agenda.  The next Board Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 6:00pm on 8/6/2008 at my Nanna’s house.  Call me at 918-812-0410 for directions.


Distinti saluti,


Vincenzo Sposato


DONATIONS FOR TROOPS


We will be taking up a collection to help purchase items for our troops overseas.  These funds will provide a much needed morale booster to our troops.


We will also start a loose change jar to help organizations such as Blue Star Mothers and Operation Pioneer Spirit.


Renaissance Faire


Saturday, October 4th, 2008 at 1-4pm at Martin Regional Library.


POSSIBLE McALESTER TRIP


Mary Jo Tanehill is working on a plan for a trip to McAlester to pick up some items for the display at Kids World. She thinks this would be a great opportunity to visit some of the historical places there.  You can even see our brick at the Catholic Church. If you are interested, please contact Mary Jo at 918-834-5701.


$$50/50 RAFFLE TICKET DRAWING$$


We are selling raffle tickets each meeting and then a drawing will be held at the end of the meeting.





( LUGLIO e AGOSTO 2008 (


�


The Italian-American Society of Tulsa extends its best wishes for a HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the following members:


Sheri Agostini		July 2


Virginia Bradfield		July 4


Susan Stoops		July 12


Mary Jo Tannehill		July 30


Katherine Mills		Aug 2


Teresa Loveless		Aug 8


Lucia Mele-Spencer		Aug 21


Beth Mele-Spencer		Aug 26


SUNSHINE COMMITTEE


The Sunshine Committee is responsible for sending out get-well cards, sympathy cards and we will even begin sending out Happy Birthday Cards to our members.


Please notify the Sunshine Committee Chairperson, Betty Sposato, at 743-0869 if you know of any member that is sick, in need, or in distress.  She will be happy to send a card on behalf of the Italian-American Society of Tulsa.


KIDS WORLD


Mary Jo Tannehill is coordinating our participation at Kids World 2008 which will be held Thursday through Sunday, November 13-16.  More details to follow in future editions of Ciao Bella!


GOT NEWS/PICTURES?


If you have something you want to share with the Society, please send it to Vince Sposato at � HYPERLINK "mailto:vsposato@connectship.com" ��vsposato@connectship.com� or call for mailing address. 


BEST CHOICE LABELS NEEDED


Please bring your Best Choice UPS labels to the dinner meeting.  Best Choice Products that can be bought at Reasor’s, Homeland and Warehouse Market are 10% to 20% less expensive than national products and their quality is equal to or better than those national products.  The Society will be given $60.00 at the end of the year if we acquire enough.  Betty Sposato will be collecting them at the dinner meetings.


2008 MEMBERSHIPS DUE


Please see Frank Agostini at the next dinner meeting to pay for your 2008 Membership Dues. The cost for a single is $15 and family is $30.


 UTICA SQUARE SUMMER’S FIFTH NIGHT


August 7 – Mary Cogan – Rockin' Blues


August 14 – The Red Dirt Rangers – Country


August 21 – Mid-Life Crisis – Classic Rock Encore


August 28 – Grady Nichols – Smooth Sax


ADVERTISING IN THE NEWSLETTER


Please consider advertising with us. Company advertising is $85.00 per year for a one-eighth of a page. Personal ads (i.e., garage sales, etc.) are $5.00/month. Contact Vince J. Sposato III to place your ad at 918.812.0410.





SOCIETY OFFICERS FOR 2008-2009 YEAR


President:		Vince J. Sposato III 918-812-0410


Vice-President:		Teresa Loveless


Secretary:		Sheri Agostini


Treasurer:		Frank Agostini


Sergeant-at-Arms:	Joe Bianco, Jr


Board Members:		Fran Bowley


(Serve a 3-year term)	Edi Devin


	Michael Loveless


JoAnn Sieber


Betty Sposato


Mary Jo Tannehill


Newsletter Editor: 	Vince J. Sposato III  918-812-0410


(   DINNER MEETING   (


The dinner meeting this month will be held at St Patrick Catholic Church 204 E. 4th Street, Sand Springs, OK 74063 at 1:30 PM. For the August 24th dinner meeting the main dish will be qualcosa leggera e fresca (something light and fresh). Everyone is asked to bring a side item, bread or dessert to share with others.


Future Dates: August 24th, September 28th, October 26th, November 30th and December 21st.








anticostituzionalmente (anticonstitutionally) is described as the longest Italian word in common use.








INSIDE THIS ISSUE ===================


1	PICNIC/ELECTION


2	Messaggio del Presidente – President’s Message


2-3	Informazioni di IAST – Information of IAST


4	Lo Sport Italiano – Italian Sport


5-8	Le Notizie Italiane – Italian News	


9	Il Calendario – Calendar


9	La Ricetta di Mese – Recipe of the Month
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Chi cerca trova.�English translation: Seek and you shall find.





Chi ha avuto ha avuto e chi ha dato ha dato.�English translation: What's done is done.
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_________ NOVEMBRE novembre ________


November 5th  – IAST Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00pm, Call Vince for details if you want to come to the meeting.


November 13-16th – KIDS WORLD


November 30th – Monthly IAST Dinner Meeting at St Patrick Church in Sand Springs, Sunday, 1:30pm
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Chi fa falla, e chi non fa sfarfalla.�English translation: Those who act make mistakes; and those who do nothing really blunder.





Directions to ST PATRICK CATHOLIC CHURCH


Head East on HWY 412 and exit at Adams Road


Go straight ahead - past the Taco Bueno and Walgreen's to Lincoln Avenue


Turn right on Lincoln Avenue


Go up 2 blocks to 4th Street


The church is on the corner.  Parking lot and entry to the Parish hall is in back, just before you get to 4th Street.











Eppur, si muove!  Nevertheless, it moves.





Chi cento ne fa, una ne aspetti.�English translation: What goes around comes around.
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Pasta and Roux


1 pound penne pasta


Salt (1 Tbs. + ¼ tsp)


2 tsp. unsalted butter


1-1/2 cups heavy cream


¼ tsp ground black pepper


2 tsps. all-purpose flour
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Chi è causa del suo male piange se stesso.�English translation: He who has created his own evil cries over the same.  Idiomatic meaning: He who has made his bed must lie in it.





___________OCTOBER ottobre ___________


October 1st – IAST Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00pm, Call Vince for details if you want to come to the meeting.


October 4th – Rennaissance Faire


October 26th – Monthly IAST Dinner Meeting at St Patrick Church in Sand Springs, Sunday, 1:30pm








Chi di spada ferisce di spada perisce.�English translation: He who lives by the sword dies by the sword.





___________ AUGUST agosto ____________


August 6th – IAST Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00pm, Call Vince for details if you want to come to the meeting.


August 24th – Monthly IAST Dinner Meeting at St Patrick Church in Sand Springs, Sunday, 1:30pm








Chi dorme non piglia pesci.�English translation: Who sleeps doesn't catch fishes.  Idiomatic meaning: The early bird catches the worm.
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Baked Four-Cheese and Pasta Casserole


Serves 4 to 6 as main course, 6 to 8 as side dish, unless you have teenage boys!


BREAD CRUMB TOPPING – Mix ingredients in bowl.  Set aside.


2 cups coarse, unseasoned bread crumbs


¼ cup grated Parmesan cheese


¼ tsp. salt


Pinch of ground black pepper (about 1/8 tsp)


PASTA AND CHEESES


Cheeses – Combine all 4 cheeses in large bowl or a large baking dish


4 oz Italian Fontina cheese (Danish or Swiss would also work)


3 oz Gorgonzola cheese, crumbled (about ¾ cup)


½ cup grated Pecorino Romano cheese


¼ cup grated Parmesan cheese


DIRECTIONS


Heat oven to 450˚ and adjust oven rack to middle position.  Check casserole during the cooking process so that it won’t over-brown.  Golden brown is what we are looking for.


Bring 4 quarts water to rolling boil in large stock pot.  Add about 1 Tbs. salt.


Add pasta.  Stir to separate the pasta.  Cook pasta to “al dente” doneness.


While pasta is cooking, make a roux by melting butter in small saucepan over medium-low heat; whisk flour into melted butter until no lumps remain.


Gradually, whisk in cream, increasing the heat to medium, and bring to a boil, stirring occasionally.


Reduce the heat to medium-low and simmer for just a minute to ensure that the flour cooks well with the cream.


Stir in remaining ¼ tsp salt and pepper.  Remove from heat and cover cream mixture to keep hot.  Set aside.


Drain the pasta.  Add hot pasta TO the bowl with the 4 cheeses, stirring.


Immediately, pour cream mixture over the pasta and cheeses, again blending all the ingredients.  


Cover the bowl or baking dish with foil or even a large plate or platter.  Let stand for about 3 minutes.  This will allow the cheeses to melt from the hot pasta & cream mixture.


Uncover.  Stir again scraping the bottom of the bowl or baking dish, until cheeses, cream mixture and pasta are all thoroughly combined.  If using a bowl, transfer casserole to large baking dish.


Sprinkle with bread crumb topping, pressing down lightly.


Bake until topping is golden brown, about 7 minutes.  Serve immediately.











Ciao Bella!   1

