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_______________ JULY luglio______________


July 8th – Newly Elected IAST Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00pm, Call Vince for details if you want to come to the meeting.


NO DINNER MEETING IN JULY


HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY SUMMER VACATION!
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2008/2009 Italian Serie A�
�
FINAL STANDINGS�
�
CLUB�
GP�
W�
D�
L�
GD�
PTS�
�
Internazionale�
38�
25�
9�
4�
38�
84�
�
Juventus�
38�
21�
11�
6�
32�
74�
�
AC Milan�
38�
22�
8�
8�
35�
74�
�
Fiorentina�
38�
21�
5�
12�
15�
68�
�
Genoa�
38�
19�
11�
8�
17�
68�
�
AS Roma�
38�
18�
9�
11�
3�
63�
�
Udinese�
38�
16�
10�
12�
11�
58�
�
Palermo�
38�
17�
6�
15�
7�
57�
�
Cagliari�
38�
15�
8�
15�
-1�
53�
�
Lazio�
38�
15�
5�
18�
-9�
50�
�
Atalanta�
38�
13�
8�
17�
-3�
47�
�
Napoli�
38�
12�
10�
16�
-2�
46�
�
Sampdoria�
38�
11�
13�
14�
-3�
46�
�
Siena�
38�
12�
8�
18�
-11�
44�
�
Catania�
38�
12�
7�
19�
-10�
43�
�
Chievo Verona�
38�
8�
14�
16�
-14�
38�
�
Bologna�
38�
9�
10�
19�
-19�
37�
�
Torino�
38�
8�
10�
20�
-24�
34�
�
Reggina�
38�
6�
13�
19�
-32�
31�
�
Lecce�
38�
5�
15�
18�
-30�
30�
�
Champions League: 1st, 2nd, 3rd�
�
Champions League qualifying: 4th�
�
UEFA Cup: 5th, 6th�
�
Relegation: 18th, 19th, 20th�
�
THE DEATH OF ITALIAN FOOTBALL?


By Dominic Raynor


Italians once referred to Serie A as 'il campionato piu bello del mondo', the most beautiful championship in the world, but this summer there threatens to be an exodus of top talent that could mark the end of an era for Italian football. The rise of the Premier League and La Liga has already impacted upon the standing of calcio in European football and the gap looks set to widen. AC Milan have been the lone standard bearers for Italy in the Champions League in recent years and having already lost manager Carlo Ancelotti they are set to be decimated during the transfer window.


Former World Player of the Year Kaka has already signed for Real Madrid and his Brazilian successor, Pato, is angling for a move to Chelsea. Inspirational captain Paolo Maldini has finally hung up his boots and the Rossoneri are also open to offers for Italian international Andrea Pirlo. Even scudetto winners Internazionale, who have dominated Italian football in the wake of the Calciopoli match-fixing scandal that hit rivals Milan and Juventus, look set to lose both of their iconic footballers in Zlatan Ibrahimovic and Brazilian international Maicon. Serie A was once the league in which all the top players in world football desired to play. In the 1980s Michel Platini inspired Juventus, Diego Maradona led Napoli to two titles; Frank Rijkaard, Ruud Gullit and Marco van Basten were the driving force behind AC Milan's dominance of Europe. Over at Inter, German World Cup winner Lothar Matthaeus lifted the Scudetto.


Following the success of World Cup Italia 90, the rise of Serie A continued unabated with a new generation of stars heading to the league's big spending clubs; Ronaldo at Inter, Shevchenko at Milan, Gabriel Batistuta at Fiorentina, Zinedine Zidane at Juventus. Even in the early part of this decade, the world record transfer fee was consistently broken by Serie A clubs as Lazio, Inter and Juventus out bid each other for the likes of Hernan Crespo, Pavel Nedved, Lilian Thuram and even Gaizka Mendieta.  Any player worth his salt wanted to move to Italy; but those glory days are over and the pendulum has swung the other way. It now seems that any player with aspirations for fame and fortune are looking for a way out. 


Kaka's £56m departure to Madrid seems to have been the catalyst for many of his fellow Serie A professionals to reassess their futures. The 27-year-old was the shining light of the Italian league, at least in terms of profile, and his departure has caused many of Italy's stars to seek new employment.  Hot prospect Alexandre Pato is eager to follow the example of his compatriot and leave the San Siro. The £45m-rated starlet, who scored 18 goals last season, wants to be reunited with former Milan boss Ancelotti at Stamford Bridge and said: "I would be interested if Ancelotti were to call on me to join Chelsea."


The Blues are also pursuing Pirlo and although Rossoneri owner Silvio Berlusconi initially said he would reject any offers for the midfield maestro, earlier this week he performed an unexpected u-turn. "If there's an offer, it should be considered," Burlesconi said.  At Inter, things are little different, with Nerazzurri owner Massimo Moratti desperately trying to keep star duo Ibrahimovic and Maicon at the scudetto winners.


Maicon is currently on international duty with Brazil at the Confederations Cup but the 27-year-old's agent seems eager to secure a move for the dynamic defender, who is attracting interest from Europe's top clubs, to either La Liga or the Premier League. "He is open to offers from everyone," agent Antonio Caliendo said. "It's not just Real Madrid but Chelsea who also could make a move ... the possibility is open to every club."


With Kaka gone, Maicon's team-mate Ibrahimovic is the highest-profile star left in Serie A and if the Swedish striker were to leave this summer calcio would really be left in the doldrums. Unfortunately for Italian football Moratti rates the 27-year-old's chances of staying in Serie A as only "50%", despite slapping a €90m price-tag on the league's top scorer. Ibrahimovic' agent, Mino Raiola, does not think Moratti's excessive demands will put off potential suitors. "It's not only Barcelona who can afford him," said Raiola. "But other clubs like Chelsea, Real Madrid and Manchester United as well as Inter, so that makes five clubs."


Over at Juventus, Ballon d'Or winner Pavel Nedved has called time on a trophy-laden career and at 34-years-old ageing icon Alessandro Del Piero is not the force he once was. Brazilian playmaker Diego has been brought in by chairman Giovanni Cobolli Gigli (a very smart piece of business at just £20m) but he is not yet of the same global profile as the veterans he will replace. The list of star attractions in Serie A is dwindling.  And against this backdrop of deserting players, the Italian national team, who rode to the rescue of a scandalised Serie A in 2006 by winning the World Cup, suffered the embarrassment of being beaten by Egypt and dumped out of the Confederations Cup in the group stage.


A humbling in South Africa was that last thing Italian football needed and in the aftermath Azzurri captain Fabio Cannavaro, who left Real Madrid to return to Juve for 2009/10 season, declared that the entire infrastructure in Italy needed an overhaul. "We need reconstruction and not just the national team. Let's start with the infrastructure, the stadiums, but also the youth teams," the 35-year-old said. The good news for Italian football is that there does seem to be a new genration of young talent emerging - headed by the likes of Juve midfielder Sebastian Giovinco, Inter striker Mario Balotelli and Cagliari forward Robert Acquafresca - but in an era of mega money football will that be enough to sustain Serie A?


Italian clubs are struggling to compete financially. They do not own their stadiums like English clubs and do not have the benefit of favourable tax laws like those in Spain. It could be a long road to recovery for Italian football.
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continued on page 3





Italy's north has warm summers and cool winters. Italy's south has hot summers and mild winters.
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(  PICNIC…PICNIC…PICNIC (


Sunday, June 28, 2009, 4:00 pm-7:00 pm


Haikey Creek Park, 115th Street & South Garnett, Broken Arrow


(For entrance make a right turn off of Garnett – see map on next page!)


Shelters A, B, & C


On Sunday, June 28th, 2009 from 4:00pm till 7:00pm, there will be a Family Picnic.  Instead of our regular IAST June Dinner Meeting, the Board has planned a fun outing at Haikey Creek Park at 115th Street and South Garnett.  Turn west off of Garnett to get to our reserved covered shelters A, B, and C.  Entrance is off of Garnett.  I hope that you will bring your whole family to the IAST Family Picnic.


We have use of three adjoined covered shelters which are paved and in a tree-shaded area.  They are very close to parking, restrooms, and a playground.  Each shelter has four large picnic tables with seating.  The site is handicapped accessible. The playground has all sorts of play equipment for children.  There are two horseshoe pits, one volleyball sand court, and a disc golf course for Frisbees.  We plan to play Bocce and traditional Italian music.  Bring the whole family and anyone interested in the IAST.


The Society will provide the meats and refreshments.  Members are asked to bring salads, pork n’ beans, coleslaw, chips and dips, desserts, fruit, lettuce, tomatoes, onions, sauerkraut, or chili.  Also please bring your lawn chairs.


The picnic will be fun for all ages, so please plan to attend with your family.


At this meeting we will also be conducting our annual election of officers.  I hope that you will be able to reserve this date and attend to exercise your democratic voting right.  In case of inclement weather we will meet at St. Patrick’s in Sand Spring (our regular meeting location).


PICNIC RULES: NO WINE!  Beer above 3.2 is prohibited.


map of Haikey Creek Park


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://image.maps.yahoo.com/mapimage?MAPData=GGHypPhyzy3G0Ix4ebDRu4aNDE.eBD61hiqy3goTa.2sTLCPtDAAjW7YvU1vOmYA9ugoG708Ev8PEG8x8SZsecFfrxViZm0OSl71ETo-" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


MESSAGGIO DEL PRESIDENTE


Cari Amici,


FA MOLTO CALDO!!!!  I hope everyone is staying cool in this unbearable heat as I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the picnic this weekend.  We will have plenty of water and shade there as well as some box fans that I plan on bringing.


If anyone is interested in running for an office or one of the 2 open board member positions, please contact myself at 918.812.0410 or Frank Agostini at 918.369.9937.


Distinti saluti,


Vincenzo Sposato





UPCOMING EVENTS


June Meeting:  Election/Picnic


July: No Meeting


August Meeting: TBA





ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR SALE


We have some 2009 Entertainment Books for sale as a fundraiser for the club.  If you have family that lives out of state, then you can purchase an Entertainment Book for them for that area of the country.  Please contact Loretta Ruggeri for details.


CONDOLENCES


Please keep Jacquelyn Spraker’s family in your prayers due to the passing of her mother, Mary Jean E. Macri "Gina". � HYPERLINK "http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/tulsaworld/obituary.aspx?n=mary-jean-e-macri-gina&pid=128851921" \o "blocked::http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/tulsaworld/obituary.aspx?n=mary-jean-e-macri-gina&pid=128851921" �http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/tulsaworld/obituary.aspx?n=mary-jean-e-macri-gina&pid=128851921�


( GIUGNO 2009 (


�


The IAST extends its best wishes for a


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


to the following members:


Mary Paluso		June 12


Michelle Ann Recchia		June 12


Scott Berardi		June 16


Jean Shane		June 16


Earnest Mills		June 24





SOPHIA LOREN COMING TO CIRCLE CINEMA


No Italian film this month, but Pam Chew has reassured me that she has some new films she bought recently in Italy which she will being showing August.  Time/Date TBD.


SUNSHINE COMMITTEE


Please notify the Sunshine Committee Chairperson, Betty Sposato, at 918.743.0869 if you know of any member that is sick, in need, or in distress.  She will be happy to send a card on behalf of the Italian-American Society of Tulsa.	


BEST CHOICE LABELS NEEDED


Please bring your Best Choice UPS labels to the dinner meeting.  Best Choice Products that can be bought at Reasor’s, Homeland and Warehouse Market are 10% to 20% less expensive than national products and their quality is equal to or better than those national products.  The Society will be given $60.00 at the end of the year if we acquire enough.  Betty Sposato will be collecting them at the dinner meetings.


ADVERTISING IN THE NEWSLETTER


Please consider advertising with us. Company advertising is $85.00 per year for a one-eighth of a page. Personal ads (i.e., garage sales, etc.) are $5.00/month. Contact Vince J. Sposato III to place your ad at 918.812.0410 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:vsposato@connectship.com" ��vsposato@connectship.com�.





SOCIETY OFFICERS FOR 2008-2009 YEAR


President:		Vince J. Sposato III 918.812.0410


Vice-President:		Joe Corbino


Secretary:		Sheri Agostini


Treasurer:		Frank Agostini


Sergeant-at-Arms:		Joe Bianco, Jr


Board Members:		Fran Bowley


(Serve a 3-year term)	JoAnn Sieber


Betty Sposato


Mary Jo Tannehill


(vacant)


(vacant)


Newsletter Editor: 	Vince J. Sposato III  918.812.0410


(   DINNER MEETING   (


See note over there


�


Future Dates: NO MEETING IN JULY and then we start back up on August 24th.








anticostituzionalmente (anticonstitutionally) is described as the longest Italian word in common use.








INSIDE THIS ISSUE ===================


1	Messaggio del Presidente – President’s Message


2	Informazioni di IAST – Information of IAST


3	Lo Sport Italiano – Italian Sport


4-6	Le Notizie Italiane – Italian News	


7	Il Calendario – Calendar


7	La Ricetta di Mese – Recipe of the Month


8	La pubblicità – Advertisements
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Rome was founded in 753 BC.





�      �    �





The symbol SPQR can be found on many ancient buildings in Rome. It stands for "the senate and people of Rome."





Before Rome became a republic and an empire, it had seven kings.
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Thick Hickory Grilled


Steaks & Seafood


Serving the finest food for 58 years!


Open 4PM


NEW ADDRESS - 3823 E. 51st - Tulsa, OK 74105


918.742.9097


Lebanese Hors d'oeuvres included in all Dinners








__________ SEPTEMBER settembre_________


August 12th – IAST Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00pm, Call Vince for details if you want to come to the meeting.


August 23rd – Monthly IAST Dinner Meeting at St Patrick Church in Sand Springs, Sunday, 1:30pm – Place cards will be Italian food/wine as well as the names of the different wineries in Italy
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TULSA UT


SUMMER’S FIFTH


June 25th – Scott Ellison – Blues/Rock


July 2nd – The Red Dirt Rangers – Country


July 9th – Joseph Vincelli – Jazz


July 16th – Jessica V. & the Rhythmatics – Rhythm & Blues


July 23rd – Random Sample – Country


ICA SQUARE


 NIGHT SCHEDULE


July 30th – Usual Suspects – Rock


August 6th – Something Steel – Island Music


August 13th – Annie Ellicott w/Brian Haas Trio – Jazz


August 20th – Mid-Life Crisis – Classic Rock Encore


August 27th – Grady Nichols – Smooth Sax





THIS MONTH IN ITALIAN HISTORY


June 2


Republic Day


1896: Great Britain granted Guglielmo Marconi the first wireless radio patent.


June 4


1798: DIED - Giovanni Casanova, Italian adventurer.


1944: The U.S. Fifth Army began liberating Rome during World War II.


June 6


1967: BORN - Paul Giamatti, Italian-American actor.


June 7


1498: Christopher Columbus left on his third voyage of exploration.


June 9


118 BC - Hadrian, Rome's new emperor, made his entry into the city.


June 10


1940: Italy declared war on France and Britain; Canada declared war on Italy.


1946: Italy replaced its abolished monarchy with a republic.


2002: DIED - John Gotti, Italian-American mobster and boss of the Gambino Crime Family.


June 11


1913: BORN - Vince Lombardi, Italian-American football coach.


June 12


1982: BORN - Bella Principessa in Cleveland, OH


June 13


40: BORN - Gnaeus Julius Agricola, Roman general.


2000: Italian President Carlo Azeglio Ciampi pardoned Mehmet Ali Agca, the Turkish gunman who tried to kill Pope John Paul II in 1981.


June 14


1994: DIED - Henry Mancini, Italian-American composer.


June 18


64 BC: The Great Fire of Rome started; in 9 days, two-thirds of the city was destroyed.


June 23


1992: Mafia boss John Gotti was sentenced to life in prison after being found guilty on 14 accounts of conspiracy to commit murder and racketeering.


June 24


1940: France signed an armistice with Italy.


June 28


1519: Charles I of Spain was elected Holy Roman Emperor. He was crowned as Emperor Charles V.


ROMAN FORUM


The fact that we have ruins left in the Roman Forum at all is a bit of a miracle.  For years, the site was used as a quarry.  Later, the area had a stint as a cow pasture before it was eventually excavated in the nineteenth century. Originally built on top of a drained marsh, the Forum was the center of Ancient Rome, the home of commerce and the administration of justice.


PAUL GIAMATTI


Paul Edward Valentine Giamatti (born June 6, 1967, is an American actor and comedian. He began his career as a supporting actor in several films produced during the 1990s including Private Parts, The Truman Show, Saving Private Ryan, The Negotiator, and Man on the Moon, before earning lead roles in several critically acclaimed projects in the 2000s including American Splendor, Sideways, Cinderella Man, and John Adams.


Giamatti was born and raised in New Haven, Connecticut. His father, A. Bartlett Giamatti, was a Yale University professor who later became president of the university and commissioner of Major League Baseball. His mother, Toni Smith, was a homemaker and English teacher who taught at Hopkins School and had also previously acted. Giamatti's mother was Irish American; his paternal grandfather, Valentine Giamatti, was an Italian American, of parentage from Telese, and his paternal grandmother was Mary Claybaugh Walton, whose ancestors lived in the United States.


Giamatti has a brother, Marcus, who is also an actor. Giamatti attended The Foote School, then the elite boarding school Choate Rosemary Hall. He attended Yale University, where he was active in the undergraduate theater scene and worked alongside actors Ron Livingston and Edward Norton, who were also Yale students. He graduated from Yale in 1989 with a bachelor's degree in English. He went on to earn a Master's degree in Fine Arts from the Yale School of Drama where he studied with Earle R. Gister. He performed in numerous theatrical productions (including Broadway) before appearing in some small television and film roles in the early 1990s. In Giamatti's junior year at Yale he was "tapped" to enter Yale's elite and clandestine Skull and Bones secret society.


NAPLES AND THE MAY MONUMENTS' FESTIVAL


(Maggio dei monumenti)


Founded by the Greeks between the seventh and sixth centuries B.C., today Naples (Napoli) is the capital city of the Campania region and the largest city in southern Italy.  It is rich in historical, artistic, and cutural trasitions, and in 1995 its huge historic center was declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.  Naples' famous monuments, churches, and museums can be enjoyed all-year-round.  However, during Maggio dei monumenti (the May Monuments' Festival), the city offers an unusual variety of cultural activities.  Monuments and private collections, usualy not open to the public, become accessible to everyone and in most cases can be visited for free.  The first festival in 1994 marked the beginning of the so-called "Neopolitan Renaissance": an age of renewed enthusiasm and economic flourishing after years of depression and social unrest.


PALERMO AND THE VUCCIRIA MARKET


Street markets are very popular in Italy, especially in the southern portion of the peninsula.  One of the most famous street markets is the historical Vucciria market in Palermo.  The name Vucciria comes from the French word boucherie (butcher shop) and reminds us that this market was orginially a place for the butchering and selling of meat.  Later it became a market for fish, fruit, and vegetables as well.  The Vucciria has gone through several transformations over the centuries.  In 1783 Viceroy Caracciolo decided to change the structure of the market, and in particular the structure of its main square, which was in turn named for him: Piazza Caracciolo.  Nowadays the Vucciria is above all a fish market and it colors, sounds, and smells create a unique and unforgettable atmosphere.


PENS


Reed was the first real "pen" (c 3000 BC) and the first inks contained a gelatin derived from boiled donkey skin, which gave the ink its viscosity - but also a very unpleasant odor that had to be perfumed with musk oil. Around the 6th century BC and for more than a thousand years thereon, the quill reigned as the standard writing instrument for people of many civilizations. Swans, turkeys, and geese's large wing feather made the best quill pens. Archaeologists discovered bronze pen points embedded in the ruins of Pompeii but not until the late 1700s were stell-point pens used. A century later, fountain pens were developed - the name chosen because the ink of these pens flowed continuously, like water in a fountain. L.E. Waterman, a New York stationer, devised the practical ink reservoir system. Lazlo Biro relied on improved methods for grinding ball bearings for machines and weapons and produced the first ball-point pens suitable for writing on paper around 1944. The Pentel, introduced by Tokyo's Stationery Company, was the world's first felt-tip pen, c 1960. 


Ischia and the Thermal Baths


Ischia is the biggest island in the archipelago of Naples (which also includes Capri and Procida).  It has volcanic origins and, as a consequence, it is rich in thermal hot springs.  The island hosts beautiful thermal spas that cater mostly to European tourists, especially Germans.  In past and recent years – particularly  during the 1950s – many celebrities have enjoyed the beauties of Ischia and taken advantage of the beautifying effects of its hot waters: Aristotle Onassis and Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor, as well as Pablo Neruda, Igor Stravinsky, Luchino Visconti, and Sophie Loren.  In 1948, Truman Capote sojourned to the island, in the town of Forio, where he rented room number 3 in a little guesthouse called Pensione Lustro.  He also wrote an essay about his stay there, which later appeared in Local Color, published in 1950.


Capri and The Blue Grotto


In 1826, German writer August Kopisch described the extra-ordinary beauty of the Blue Grotto has become the emblem of the island of Capri.  However, the enchantment of this place goes back further in time, when it was well known by the ancient Romans.  The extraordinary beauty of the Blue Grotto is the result of a lucky coincidence of geological and speleological conditions: the sunlight, passing through an underwater cavity and shining through the seawater, creates a blue reflection that illuminates the cavern.  Visiting the interior of the Grotto requires you to get into little rowing boats that hold a maximum of two or three people and, lying flat against the bottom of the boats, maneuver through a narrow natural opening.


BERLUSCONI: 'I'VE NEVER PAID A WOMAN'


(CNN) -- Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi has refuted allegations that he paid prostitutes to attend parties he hosted at his various homes. In an interview with Italian magazine "Chi," the 72-year old denied he had ever paid for sex.


"I've never paid a woman. I never understood where the satisfaction is when you're missing the pleasure of conquest," Berlusconi told Chi.


According to Italian press agency ANSA, Berlusconi accused Patrizia D'Addario -- the woman who alleges she was paid to spend the night with the premier in November -- of being involved in a plan to make up false accusations against him.


D'Addario last week told an Italian newspaper that a local businessman now being probed by magistrates paid her €1,000 ($1,408) to attend a dinner at Berlusconi's Rome residence along with other young women -- what she described as a "harem" -- and she was back a few weeks later to spend the night with the premier, Reuters.com reported. 


But Berlusconi told Chi: "Behind the (investigators') probe in (the southern city of) Bari there's someone who gave Ms D'Addario very detailed and very well paid orders.”


When asked if he suspected D'Addario was "setting a trap" for him, he replied: 'If I did I'd leap a thousand miles away."


Berlusconi's private life has been in the spotlight since his wife, filed for divorce in May following reports that her husband went to the birthday party in Naples of an 18-year-old girl. The prime minister denied having an inappropriate relationship with the girl.


Berlusconi and Veronica Lario have been married for 19 years.


Earlier this month, Spanish newspaper El Pais published what it said were five exclusive photographs of racy parties at Berlusconi's villa on the island of Sardinia.


The photos, including one which showed scantily clad women, were blocked from use in Italy by a judicial order after Berlusconi complained of an invasion of privacy.


The three-time prime minister's public life has been no less controversial. While campaigning for local elections in Sardinia in January, Berlusconi was asked by reporters to comment about an interior ministry proposal to deploy troops on city streets after a series of sexual assaults on women.


"We can't think of deploying a large force," Berlusconi said. "We would have to send as many soldiers as there are beautiful girls. And I don't think we would manage.”


After being accused of ignoring the seriousness of sexual violence, he said he meant his remarks as a "compliment" and noted that "women have to be defended."


In another controversial comment, during the run-up to the 2008 Italian general election, Berlusconi claimed right-wing female politicians were better looking than their left-wing counterparts.


In an interview with CNN recently, the former media tycoon said he now felt his job was a burden.


"I'm still doing everything that I'm doing with a great sense of sacrifice. I have to tell you I don't like it. Absolutely. I would rather be doing what I was doing before or doing something else now," he said.


"I'm here because unfortunately right now Berlusconi is considered the only leader capable of holding the center-right together.


Despite the swirl of scandal Berlusconi remains popular, consistency scoring approval ratings of more than 60 percent.


PM: ITALY WILL CONSIDER ACCEPTING GUANTANAMO DETAINEES


ROME, Italy (CNN) -- Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi said Monday his country will consider accepting an unspecified number of detainees from the U.S. military detention facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.


In an interview with CNN, Berlusconi said Italy is prepared to help the United States deal with terrorism by allowing Guantanamo detainees to be relocated there.


"If we can do this favor for the American people and the U.S. government, we will certainly do it," he said.


Asked how many detainees Italy might take, he said it was too soon to say.


"We feel that we should do everything possible to support the United States, and we can't expect them to fight for all of us single-handedly," Berlusconi said. "Terrorism is a phenomenon that affects us all."


His statement is likely welcome news for President Obama, whose plan to close the Guantanamo facility by January 2010 has come under criticism from Democrats and Republicans, who fear the possible relocation of suspected terrorists to U.S. soil. 


Obama has insisted the Guantanamo facility can be closed and detainees relocated without endangering U.S. national security.





ITALY, FRANCE FALL BEHIND ON AFRICA AID, SAY GATES AND GELDOF


(CNN) -- Billionaire Bill Gates and rock musician Bob Geldof have accused Italy and France of failing to follow up on promises to give more support to Africa.


ONE, the advocacy group backed by Gates, Geldof and U2 singer Bono, released a report Thursday outlining the progress of the Group of Eight nations in fulfilling financial aid goals to poverty-stricken peoples in sub-saharan Africa.


The report states that Italy has "performed especially poorly" in its share of aid spending and that France has fallen behind on its 2005 commitment.


Despite the economic downturn, the United States, Japan and Canada have followed through on the financial promises they made, according to the report.


The announcement came as Italy is scheduled to host the G-8 summit in July.


"How can you possibly trust any government that promises something and does nothing and expect them to lead the world?" Geldof asked.


Seven of the G-8 countries promised to double aid to Africa -- to $50 billion by 2010 -- at their 2005 summit in Gleneagles, Scotland. G-8 member Russia was the only exception.


The group, made up of the world's top economic powers, agreed to settle the debts of the poorest nations and fight HIV and malaria. More than 80 percent of malaria deaths worldwide occur in sub-Saharan Africa, according to the World Health Organization.


"This aid is going overwhelmingly to health, education and agriculture," said Gates. " When you put a billion dollars into vaccines, you save a half a million lives."


Billionaire Bill Gates has urged industrialized nations to honor aid pledges to developing nations despite the recession.


VISITING GADHAFI STOKES PROTESTS IN ROME


ROME, Italy (CNN) -- Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi arrived in Rome Wednesday for a historic -- and controversial -- first visit to the capital of Italy, Libya's former colonial master.


Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi greeted the former pariah at Rome's Ciampino airport, amid tight security in the city, declaring later at a news conference that "a new era of peace, friendship and collaboration has begun."


"I recognize in him a deep wisdom," Berlusconi said about Gadhafi.


The leaders of the two nations formally signed four accords, agreed upon last year, that forge stronger economic and political ties.


In meetings with Gadhafi, both Berlusconi and Italian President Giorgio Napolitano expressed regret over Italy's rule of Libya from 1911 to 1941.


Napolitano said a treaty between the two countries last year "has definitely closed the painful chapter of the past. And, it expressed the firm will of both parties to build a new phase in the bilateral relationship."


Gadhafi acknowledged the start of a new era.


"Today's Italy is not the same one of the past," he said Wednesday. "Italy has condemned colonialism and has apologized for what happened in the past. This is what allowed me to finally come here."


But some objected to Gadhafi's red-carpet welcome in Italy. Several groups are protesting the visit of the long-time leader of Libya, which has been accused of backing terrorism, and which expelled Jews and ethnic Italians decades ago. 


Amnesty International was among the groups protesting the visit, it announced. The group accuses Libya of not respecting human rights and not adhering to the 1951 Geneva Convention on Refugees.


The Italian chapter of Amnesty International appealed to Napolitano and Berlusconi, as well as to other Italian leaders, to demand human rights guarantees for African migrants held in detention camps in Libya, the group said in a statement.


Rome university students and charities that help the immigrant community have also told CNN that they are protesting Gadhafi's visit because of his treatment of refugees.


Gadhafi's intention to meet the Italian Jewish Libyan community has also created a stir because of suggestion it take place on Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath.


Rome Jewish Community President Riccardo Pacifici said, "At the very least this shows a lack of sensitivity. But it is also a matter of principle. We won't go as a community unless the day is changed."


Libya expelled its Jews following the 1967 Six-Day War between Israel and its Arab neighbors.


Gadhafi arrived with a 300-strong delegation, including his usual female security guards, and will be staying, as is his custom, in a Bedouin-style tent set up in one of Rome's most beautiful central parks, Villa Pamphilli. He is expected to receive visitors there.


Security is tight around the capital, with a no-fly zone starting Wednesday morning and expected to end at midnight on Saturday. The park, a popular playground for children and runners, will be closed off to the public.


Gadhafi comes to Italy as both leader of Libya and as the rotating president of the African Union.


Later on Wednesday he will meet with Berlusconi, with whom he'll hold a news conference Wednesday night.


On Thursday, Gadhafi will address the Italian Senate as president of the African Union in the morning, then hold a debate with students and professors at Rome's La Sapienza university. In the evening, he will meet with Rome's Mayor Gianni Alemanno.


On Friday, the Libyan leader is expected to meet the Italian Equal Opportunity Minister Mara Carfagna and about 700 leading Italian women from the business, cultural, and political worlds.


Also Friday, he will meet at the headquarters of Italy's industrial employers' association Confindustria, where chairman Emma Marcegaglia will introduce him to Italy's leading businessmen.


Saturday, Gadhafi is scheduled to have a "private" day and meet with the expatriate Italian Libyan community. About 200,000 ethnic Italians were expelled from Libya in 1970 and have been banned from returning to the country.


The meeting with the Jewish Libyan community of Italy remains under discussion. The meetings are to discuss the lifting of the travel ban and the restitution of the compensation for the property confiscated by the Libyan authorities after Jews were expelled.


No plans have yet been announced for Gadhafi to pay a courtesy call on Pope Benedict XVI in the Vatican, as many visiting leaders often do.


Italian media are describing the visit as marking a turning point for a new era in Italy-Libya relations and the end of Libya seeing Italy as its former colonial power.


Berlusconi and Gadhafi signed a treaty last year whereby Italy will pay Libya $5 billion over 25 years as compensation for the damages caused during the colonial period.


The accord also calls for Libya to put into effect measures to help combat illegal immigration into Italy via Libyan shores, including patrols of the coast as well as satellite monitoring of its desert borders in the south.





The Seven Hills of Rome are Aventine, Caelian, Capitoline, Esquiline, Palatine, Quirinal, and Viminal.
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Bankruptcy…


Probate…


Guardianships…





Garrison Law Office, PLLC


918-455-0344


We are a debt relief agency.  We help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code.








The national protest song of Italy is Bella Ciao. It was made famous by Italian partisans in WWII, and can be heard at almost any protest.





_____________ AUGUST agosto____________


August 12th – IAST Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00pm, Call Vince for details if you want to come to the meeting.


August 23rd – Monthly IAST Dinner Meeting at St Patrick Church in Sand Springs, Sunday, 1:30pm – Place cards will be Italian food/wine as well as the names of the different wineries in Italy








Italy did not become a united country until 1861.





_______________ JUNE giugno_____________


June 10th – IAST Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00pm, Call Vince for details if you want to come to the meeting.


June 28th – Picnic/Election at Haikey Creek Park








The Circle Cinema is Open 7 Days a Week Showing Independent Films, Documentaries, Foreign Films, and Classics. 


Midnight Movies Last Weekend Every Month 


Located at 10 S. Lewis (just south of Admiral & Lewis) – 918-585-3456





�





INSALATA CAPRESE - MOZZARELLA AND TOMATO SALAD


Tomatoes and mozzarella with olive oil and basil -- is gloriously simple, and so good that one would have to invent it if the Campanians hadn't already seen to it. It does require perfect ingredients, however: Sun-ripened tomatoes and basil, good Mozzarella, from buffalo (not bison) milk if possible, and excellent olive oil. Food fit for a king! 


Prep Time: 10 minutes





INGREDIENTS:


2 pounds (1 k) ripe tomatoes, sliced, seeded, and drained


A fresh mozzarella (buffalo milk if possible) weighing about a pound, diced. 


Fresh basil leaves, hand-shredded (8-10 or to taste) 


1/4 cup olive oil, or to taste 


Pepper and salt (if necessary) 


A pinch of oregano


1 tablespoon salted capers, or to taste (optional)


1/4 pound pitted black olives (the sweet variety that's cured in brine) or to taste, chopped (optional)





PREPARATION:


Slice the tomatoes into rounds and put them on 6 plates; slice the mozzarella into rounds and lay them over the tomatoes. Season with the olive oil, basil, origano, and a little salt and pepper. Serves 6-8.








Ciao Bella!   1

