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__________ SEPTEMBER settembre_________


September 8th – 1st MONTHLY CAFFÉ ITALIA NIGHT @ VILLA RAVENNA – 7pm-9pm


September 9th – IAST Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00pm, at Leon’s on Brookside.


September 27th – Monthly IAST Dinner Meeting – TBD


TBA – Circle Cinema Movie Night





�





AWAY FANS IN ITALY IMPOSED WITH ID CARDS


Soccer fans in Italy will have to obtain a special supporters card from their club to see their team play away from home next year.  "From January 1, soccer enthusiasts will only be able to follow their team away from home if they have the supporters card," Interior Minister Roberto Maroni told a news conference.


The government believes the initiative will make it easier to police matches and track down trouble makers, as part of their bid to combat hooliganism in Italian soccer.  Authorities already employ a range of measures to prevent trouble, including bans on away fans at high-risk games. 


RONALDINHO TARGETS UCL WIN FOR NEW-LOOK MILAN


Milan ace Ronaldinho is targeting glory in the Champions League next season.  The Brazilian will be given added responsibility next season due to Kaka's departure for Real Madrid and Rossoneri president Silvio Berlusconi is expecting 'Dinho' to make the step up this term after failing to burst onto the scene following his arrival from Barcelona last year.


Ronaldinho is now ready to fire his side to European glory, though he states he feels no pressure on his shoulders. "Our objectives get bigger, a bit like Milan. We wanted to qualify for the Champions League last year, and now we want to win it," Ronaldinho told La Gazzetta Dello Sport.


"I started well last year but then I got injured. In addition, [Carlo] Ancelotti never played me. This time I want to play my best from the very first game."


Some critics claimed the midfielder was unable to play alongside Kaka in the team last season. With the Brazilian moving to Real Madrid, Ronaldinho knows there is plenty for him to prove.


"I feel more important now. I feel the trust of my team-mates, the club, the fans. Responsibility is something that I like and I am not worried at all," he added.


INTER WORRY ABOUT CAMBIASSO'S KNEE INJURY


Inter Milan midfielder Esteban Cambiasso will undergo surgery this week, the club have confirmed. Cambiasso sustained a knee injury during Friday's Trofeo TIM match against Juventus and will have an operation to determine the extent of the damage.


It is not known how long the 28-year-old will be sidelined for but Inter are almost certain to be without their midfield general for next week's Serie A opener against Bari.


ITALIAN CHIEF WANTS LIMIT ON FOREIGNERS


Italian football should restore foreign player quotas to ensure domestic talent has the chance to flourish, the head of the nation's professional footballers association (AIC) said on Wednesday. "Useless foreign players have been flooding our championship for ages, making club presidents spend too much and taking places from Italians, who are often better" Sergio Campana told La Gazzetta dello Sport's website.


"I'm going to propose the introduction of a limit on foreigners in the regulations. It's legally possible both for non-European Union and EU citizens. We have to go back to the past when there was a real limit on foreign players."


Restrictions on EU players risk facing legal challenges over whether they breach European Law on freedom of movement.


TOTTI COULD SIT OUT START OF SERIE A SEASON


Roma captain Francesco Totti could miss the start of the Serie A season with a thigh injury.  It is the latest blow for the 32-year-old, who has struggled with injuries over the past few years.


Totti was forced to pull out of Roma's friendly yesterday and will undergo tests over the next few days to determine the seriousness of the problem.  Coach Luciano Spalletti said: ``At the moment it seems it's nothing serious but there is some swelling.''


Totti is Roma's record goalscorer, having netted over 200 times for the Giallorossi.  The former Italy striker has spent his entire career with the capital club and recently signed a new deal which will take him to 2014.


LEONARDO CALM AMID TROUBLED MILAN PRE-SEASON


AC Milan coach Leonardo is not pressing the panic button despite a string of pre-season defeats. Milan lost 1-0 to Inter in a 45-minute game in Pescara before being beaten 2-0 by Juve in another reduced-time match, leaving them with just one win from 10 friendlies in the preseason.


"I understand that the bad results attract attention, but I'm sure we'll have a good season," Saturday's La Gazzetta dello Sport quoted Leonardo as saying. "We've had some problems managing the squad, which is not too big and we've had some injuries. The evaluations should be made when we're all here."


Klaas-Jan Huntelaar posed little threat in his first games for Milan after joining from Real Madrid but Leonardo said the Dutch striker would be more effective with more games under his belt.
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RSVP for Caffé Italia Night at Villa Ravenna on Sept 8, 2009 – Call Victoria at 918.724.7403





continued on page 3





The first king of Rome was its legendary founder, Romulus.
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MESSAGGIO DEL PRESIDENTE


Cari Amici,


This is a very exciting time for our club as we have several social activities being lined up.  Victoria Santagata is doing the bulk of the leg-work in finding a lot of venues for us to have a Caffé Italia Night (see below).  She also will be working with Frank Agostini on a membership card that will double as a discount/promotional card for Italian-owned businesses.  We will discuss this at our next dinner meeting.


Speaking of the next dinner meeting, I have found an alternate route to get to St Patrick Church (see on the next page).  As you may have seen in the news or on the orange signs around town, there is a detour you must take to get to Sand Springs from Tulsa.  This route may take a little more time, so please give yourself enough time to get to the church before 1:30 PM.  NO SPEEDING!  The Tulsa PD are most likely patrolling areas around the construction since the traffic fines double in a construction zone.  We will have a discussion at the dinner meeting to decide on the location of the September meeting.  We have tentative plans to have it at Ti Amo’s with a limited menu that is also cost effective in these times where every penny counts.


Ever wonder if there are any Italian-owned businesses in the Tulsa area that might help a fellow paisano or paisana out?  We are working on the first stages of a Membership Directory that will also list Italian-owned businesses.  This will be discussed at the August dinner meeting. I will be creating special promotional flyers that will be distributed to local Italian restaurants and businesses that will highlight our activities.  I will e-mail them out so that you can print it and distribute which will help make our club visible to those Italians in Tulsa that didn’t know we existed.  We need to get the word out!


Distinti saluti,


Vincenzo Sposato





UPCOMING SOCIAL ACTIVITIIES


Look for e-mails and announcements regarding the following events:


Caffé Italia Nights – First one is a Villa Ravenna on Sept 8


Bocce at Dilly-Deli’s


Italian Movies


Dinner Meetings





( LUGLIO/AGOSTO 2009 (


�


The IAST extends its best wishes for a


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


to the following members:


Everett Allen


July 4


Gary Spencer


August 1


Lucille Mele-Spencer


August 21


Beth Spencer


August 26








SOPHIA LOREN COMING TO CIRCLE CINEMA


 Pam Chew has started showing Italian movies at Circle Cinema beginning with It Started in Naples starring Sophia Loren and Clark Gable on August 11th. She will have more movies throughout the upcoming months.


BEST CHOICE LABELS NEEDED


Please bring your Best Choice UPS labels to the dinner meeting.  Best Choice Products that can be bought at Reasor’s, Homeland and Warehouse Market are 10% to 20% less expensive than national products and their quality is equal to or better than those national products.  The Society will be given $60.00 at the end of the year if we acquire enough.  Betty Sposato will be collecting them at the dinner meetings.


SUNSHINE COMMITTEE


Please notify the Sunshine Committee Chairperson, Betty Sposato, at 918.743.0869 if you know of any member that is sick, in need, or in distress.  She will be happy to send a card on behalf of the Italian-American Society of Tulsa.	





ADVERTISING IN THE NEWSLETTER


Please consider advertising with us. Company advertising is $85.00 per year for a one-eighth of a page. Personal ads (i.e., garage sales, etc.) are $5.00/month. Contact Vince J. Sposato III to place your ad at 918.812.0410 or 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:vsposato@connectship.com" ��vsposato@connectship.com�.








ITALIAN CLASSES @ TCC


Italian I - 11531 - ITAL 1103 - 240


Class 5:30 pm - 8:20 pm T Owasso High School  Aug 17, 2009 - Dec 11, 2009 Lecture Pamela C. Chew (P) 





Italian I - 11282 - ITAL 1103 - 260


Class 11:00 am - 12:20 pm MW NE Academic 1301 Aug 17, 2009 - Dec 11, 2009 Lecture Pamela C. Chew (P) 





Italian I - 11285 - ITAL 1103 - 261


Class 11:00 am - 12:20 pm MW OSU Stillwater  Aug 17, 2009 - Dec 11, 2009 Lecture Pamela C. Chew (P) 





Italian II - 11288 - ITAL 1213 - 201


Class 7:00 pm - 8:20 pm MW NE Academic 1557 Aug 17, 2009 - Dec 11, 2009 Lecture Pamela C. Chew (P) 





Intermediate Italian I - 11384 - ITAL 2113 - 201


Class 5:30 pm - 6:50 pm MW NE Academic 1545 Aug 17, 2009 - Dec 11, 2009 Lecture Pamela C. Chew (P) 





Intermediate Italian Comm. - 11291 - ITAL 2121 - 201


Class 1:00 pm - 4:50 pm S NE Academic 1545 Oct 12, 2009 - Nov 08, 2009 Lecture TBA 





Culinary Italian - 11766 - ITAL 2991 - 201


Class 7:00 pm - 8:20 pm TR NE Academic 1545 Oct 10, 2009 - Dec 11, 2009 Lecture TBA 











SOCIETY OFFICERS FOR 2008-2009 YEAR


President


Vince J. Sposato III 918.812.0410


Vice-President


Joe Corbino


Secretary


Sheri Agostini


Treasurer


Frank Agostini


Sergeant-at-Arms


Joe Bianco, Jr


Board Members – Serve a 3-year term


Fran Bowley	Victoria Santagata


JoAnn Sieber	Betty Sposato


Mary Jo Tannehill	(vacant)


Newsletter Editor


Vince J. Sposato III  918.812.0410


(   DINNER MEETING   (


The dinner meeting this month will be held at St Patrick Catholic Church, 204 E. 4th Street, Sand Springs, OK 74063 at 1:30 PM. For the AUGUST 23rd dinner meeting the main dish will be potluck.  Everyone is asked to bring a main dish, a side item, bread or dessert to share with others.


Future Dates: September 27th, October 25, November 22 and December 20th. 








anticostituzionalmente (anticonstitutionally) is described as the longest Italian word in common use.
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The first Roman Emperor was Augustus Octavian, who came to power in 27 BC.





�      �    �





An engineering marvel of the ancient world, Cloacus Maxima, is the sewer of Rome.





A Roman Legion was made up of 6,000 men.





Visit us at � HYPERLINK "http://www.italianamericansocietyoftulsa.com" ��www.italianamericansocietyoftulsa.com�
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ALTERNATE Directions to ST PATRICK CATHOLIC CHURCH


1. Head WEST on 21st Street.


2. Turn SLIGHT LEFT onto W 23RD ST S.


3. Turn LEFT onto W 21ST ST S which become Avery Dr.


4. Turn LEFT onto OK-51/W HIGHWAY 51. Turn LEFT onto S HIGHWAY 97/OK-51 E/OK-97 N. Continue to follow OK-97 N.


5. Turn RIGHT onto W 2ND ST/W 2ND ST N/OK-97. Continue to follow W 2ND ST/W 2ND ST N.


6. Turn LEFT onto N LINCOLN AVE.











 �       �       �
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Thick Hickory Grilled


Steaks & Seafood


Serving the finest food for 58 years!


Open 4PM


NEW ADDRESS - 3823 E. 51st - Tulsa, OK 74105


918.742.9097


Lebanese Hors d'oeuvres included in all Dinners





�
�








__________ NOVEMBER novembre _________


November 11th – IAST Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00pm, Call Vince for details if you want to come to the meeting.


November 22nd – Monthly IAST Dinner Meeting – TBD


TBA – Caffé Italia Nights


TBA – Circle Cinema Movie Night








  �  
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1ST CAFFÉ ITALIA NIGHT


�


Nestled in Tulsa, Oklahoma's The Farm Shopping Center, Villa Ravenna specializes in home-made pastas and specialty dishes such as Fish, Meats and other Northern Italian dishes. Villa Ravenna is owned and operated by Italians, ensuring that you will receive high quality authentic food made with family recipes. Our Italian family came to the US in 1994, we originated our first restaurant in Houston, Texas. We decided to expand our restaurant and move to the Tulsa area in 2008. Our family is from a small town in Northern Italy called Ravenna. Ravenna is known for its wonderful food, mosaics and beautiful panoramas. We are proud to share our heritage and culture with our valued customers in Tulsa, OK.


Please come to Villa Ravenna September 8th and help us celebrate and share our rich culture.


The Farm Shopping Center


Villa Ravenna


Owners: Sergio and Yani Orioli


6526-A East 51st Street Tulsa OK 74145


918-270-2666





RSVP to reserve your seat


Victoria Santagata


918-724-7403


� HYPERLINK "mailto:italiantulsagirl@yahoo.com" \o "blocked::mailto:italiantulsagirl@yahoo.com" �italiantulsagirl@yahoo.com�





TULSA UTICA SQUARE


SUMMER’S FIFTH NIGHT SCHEDULE


August 20th – Mid-Life Crisis – Classic Rock Encore


August 27th – Grady Nichols – Smooth Sax





THIS MONTH IN ITALIAN HISTORY


July 3


321: Sunday was designated a day of rest by Roman Emperor Constantine I.


July 9


118 BC: Hadrian, Rome's new emperor, made his entry into the city.


July 10


1943: The Allies began their invasion of Axis-controlled Europe with landings on the island of Sicily, in World War II.


July 11


1934: BORN - Giorgio Armani, Italian fashion designer.


1959: BORN - Richie Sambora, Italian-American musician.


July 12


100 BC: BORN - Julius Caesar, Roman dictator (traditionally accepted date).


July 13


1939 - Frank Sinatra made his recording debut with the Harry James band, singing "Melancholy Mood" and "From The Bottom of My Heart."


July 15


1997: DIED - Gianni Versace, Italian fashion designer.


July 18


64 BC: The Great Fire of Rome started; in 9 days, two-thirds of the city was destroyed.


1610: DIED - Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, Italian painter.


2001: DIED - Fabio Taglioni, Italian automotive engineer.


July 19


1374: DIED - Petrarch, Italian scholar and poet.


July 20


1304: BORN - Petrarch, Italian scholar and poet.


1937: DIED - Guglielmo Marconi, Italian inventor of the wireless telegraph.


July 22


1943: American forces led by General George S. Patton captured Palermo, Sicily.


July 23


1894: BORN - Vincent Sardi, Italian-American restaurateur.


July 25


1943: Benito Mussolini was forced to resign as Dictator of Italy, bringing an end to the Fascist regime.


1956: The Italian liner Andrea Doria sank after colliding with the Swedish ship Stockholm, 45 miles south of Nantucket Island; 51 people died. 


July 27


1988: DIED - Frank Zamboni, Jr., U.S. inventor whose most famous invention is the modern ice resurfacer.


July 29


1883: BORN - Benito Mussolini, dictator of Italy (1922-1945).


1900: DIED - King Umberto I of Italy, assassinated by an anarchist (and succeeded by Victor Emmanuel).


1907: BORN - Melvin Belli, Italian-American attorney, author.


July 30


1975: Former Teamsters union president Jimmy Hoffa disappeared in suburban Detroit. Although presumed dead, his remains have never been found.


July 31


1498 - Christopher Columbus first sighted the island of Trinidad.


Aug 1


1492: Italian explorer Christopher Columbus set foot on the American mainland for the first time, in present-day Venezuela.


Aug 3


1492: Christopher Columbus set sail from Spain, on his first voyage that took him to the present-day Americas. 


1778: La Scala opera house opened in Milan, Italy.


1926: BORN - Tony Bennett (Benedetto), Italian-American Grammy Award-winning singer.


Aug 6


1806: The Holy Roman Empire ceased to exist as Emperor Francis I abdicated. 


Aug 8


117: Hadrian became emperor of Rome following the death of his father Trajan.


Aug 9


378: A large Roman army under Valens, Roman emperor of the East, was defeated by the Visigoths at the Battle of Adrianople in present-day Turkey.


Aug 18


1750: BORN - Antonio Salieri, Italian composer.


Aug 21


1911: Leonardo da Vinci's painting, the "Mona Lisa," was stolen from the Louvre in Paris; it was recovered two years later.


Aug 23


1926: DIED - Rudolph Valentino, Italian-born American film actor.


1927: Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, two Italian-American anarchists, accused of robbery and murder on April 15, 1920 were sent to the electric chair.


Aug 24


79: Mount Vesuvius erupted, burying the Roman cities of Pompeii and Herculaneum in volcanic ash and killing an estimated 20,000. 


410: The Visigoths (German barbarians), led by Alaric, sacked Rome.


Aug 26


55 B.C.: Roman forces under Julius Caesar invaded Britain. 


Aug 30


1870: Maria Montessori, Italian educator.


Aug 31


1969: DIED - Rocky Marciano, American world heavyweight boxing champion.


WHO NEEDS A GUN?


JUST HIT ‘EM WITH A PEPPERONI PIZZA


MIRAMAR, FLA – Police say a pizza delivery man fought back with the one weapon he had handy when a gun was pulled on him in a stickup: A large, hot pepperoni pizza.  Delivery man Eric Lopez Devictoria, 40, flung the steaming pie at the gunman, buying time as he ran for safety, police said. 


At least one shot was fired as Devictoria fled, but the deliveryman wasn’t hurt and was able to quickly call police, according to authorities.  Three teenage suspects were nabbed soon after Wednesday’s run-in with the cheesy weapon, police said, adding they were charge with armed robbery.





 SIENA AND THE PALIO


Every year, on July 2 and August 16, the hill town of Siena completely transforms itself to host the most important annual event for its citizens: the Palio.  This is a traditional medieval horse race in which the horse and rider represent one of the seventeen contrade, or city neighborhoods: Aguila (Eagle), Bruco (Caterpillar), Chiocciola (Snail), Civetta (Little Owl), Drago (Dragon), Giraffa (Giraffe), Istrice (Crested Porcupine), Leocorno (Unicorn), Lupa (She-Wolf), Nicchio (Seashell), Oca (Goose), Onda (Wave), Pantera (Panther), Selva (Forest), Tartuca (Tortoise), Torre (Tower), and Valdimontone (literally, “Vale of the Ram”).  The race consists of three laps around Piazza Del Campo and the winner is the first horse to cross the finishing line with its head ornaments intact, while the presence (or the absence) of the jockey is irrelevant.  The contrada that wins the race is awarded a banner of painted silk, or palio, which bears the image of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  The race is usually preceded by a magnificent pageant that attracts spectators from all over the world.


TOP PICKS


ITALIAN LANGUAGE MOVIES  FROM YOUR  ITALIAN LANGUAGE  GUIDE


It's not just Fellini! Here is a list of recommended videos, documentaries, comedies, and travel guides related to the Italian language. Chosen by your Guide for their outstanding quality, the dubbed versions can help you improve your language skills. Pass the popcorn and watch lo schermo light up with Roberto Benigni, Sofia Loren, Marcello Mastroianni, and many others.  


1) Bicycle Thief 


Many critics consider this Oscar-winning classic to be one of the greatest films ever made. Vittorio De Sica used non-professional actors to tell the simple, human tragedy of a working man whose bike, which he needs for his job, is stolen, sending him and his son on a harrowing search through the streets of Rome.


2) Bitter Rice 


Silvana Mangano became an international sensation with her performance as a shapely city woman working in the rice fields of Italy's Po Valley after World War II. The sexy Mangano is caught in a love triangle with the respectable Raf Vallone and the unscrupulous Vittorio Gassman. A Neo-Realist classic.


3) Ciao Professore! 


A tender and often hilarious comedy from Lina Wertmuller centering on a teacher who is mistakenly assigned to a third-grade class in an impoverished town in Southern Italy. The teacher soon faces the Mafia, truancy, and pupils with family problems while trying to steer his students in the right direction.


FREED ITALIAN RED CROSS HOSTAGE ARRIVES IN ITALY


Bologna - Freed Italian Red Cross hostage Eugenio Vagni arrived in Italy on Saturday, a week after he was released from nearly six months in captivity on an island in the Philippines.  The 62-year-old humanitarian worker of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), accompanied by his wife and daughter, arrived in an airport in the northern Italian city of Bologna on Saturday afternoon, Italian media reported.


Vagni was greeted by his brothers Francesco and Romeo, Red Cross members as well as local politicians. A celebration in his honour is set to take place this evening in his hometown of Montevarchi near Arezzo.  Vagni, along with two other ICRC workers Swiss Andreas Notter and Filipino Mary Jean Lacaba, were seized on January 15 by Muslim Abu Sayyaf rebels on Jolo Island, 1,000 kilometres south of Manila.


Notter and Lacaba were freed separately by the rebels.  Vagni was freed on Sunday after 179 days in captivity allegedly in exchange for the freedom of the two wives of Abu Sayyaf leader Albader Parad who were seized by security forces on Tuesday last week.


The military vows to conduct relentless operations against the Abu Sayyaf rebels on Jolo while the government is studying the possibility of providing them amnesty.  The Abu Sayyaf is the most violent Muslim rebel group in the southern Philippines. The group has been blamed for some of the worst terrorist attacks and high-profile kidnappings in the country.


WITNESS AT ITALY TRIAL CHALLENGES DNA EVIDENCE


ROME - News agencies are reporting that a coroner has challenged DNA evidence linking an Italian to the 2007 killing of a British student in the central Italian town of Perugia.  The ANSA news agency said Dr. Adriano Tagliabracci, a defense witness, testified Saturday in the trial of American Amanda Knox and her Italian former boyfriend, Raffaele Sollecito, for the murder of Meredith Kercher. Both deny wrongdoing.


Tagliabracci told the court that DNA compatible with Sollecito's found on the clasp of the victim's bra may have been the result of later contamination. He said "DNA has no wings, but can fly" and may have been transported onto the bra with dust.  Prosecutors and police experts maintain the evidence was handled correctly and was not contaminated.


POPE: BASILICA BONES BELONG TO APOSTLE ST. PAUL


ROME, Italy (CNN) -- Scientific tests prove bones housed in the Basilica of St. Paul in Rome are those of the apostle St. Paul himself, according to Pope Benedict XVI.  "Tiny fragments of bone" in the sarcophagus were subjected to carbon dating, showing they "belong to someone who lived in the first or second century," the Pope said in a homily carried on Italian television.


"This seems to confirm the unanimous and undisputed tradition that these are the mortal remains of the Apostle St. Paul," Benedict said in Sunday's announcement.  The tomb also holds "traces of a precious linen cloth, purple in color and laminated with pure gold, and a blue colored textile with linen filaments," the Pope said.


The tests were carried out by inserting a probe into a small opening in the sarcophagus, "which had not been opened for many centuries," the pontiff said. The probe "also revealed the presence of grains of red incense and traces of protein and limestone."  Separately, archaeologists have uncovered an image of St. Paul which "could be considered the oldest icon of the apostle known to date," the Vatican's official newspaper reported Sunday. The painting, in the St. Tecla Catacomb, is "among the oldest and best-defined figures from ancient Christianity," according to the Pontifical Commission for Sacred Archaeology, L'Osservatore Romano reported.  St. Paul is one of the most significant figures in Christianity. Originally a persecutor of early Christians, he became a follower of Jesus after seeing a vision on the road to Damascus, according to Christian tradition.


"Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?" the vision of Jesus asks Paul, using the apostle's birth name, in the Acts of the Apostles. Saul then took the name Paul and became a missionary. His letters, or epistles, to early Christian communities around the Mediterranean form a significant portion of the New Testament.


Paul was beheaded by Roman authorities sometime between 65 and 67 A.D., according to the Catholic Church.  He was buried a few miles away, and when the Roman Empire stopped persecuting Christians some 250 years later, the Emperor Constantine had a basilica built over his grave.


It currently lies under a marble tombstone bearing the Latin inscription PAULO APOSTOLO MART (Apostle Paul, martyr), according to the Web site of the basilica. A papal altar stands over the tombstone, which is visible through a window-like opening, the Web site says.  Monday marks the end of a year of celebration in honor of the 2,000th anniversary of St. Paul's birth. It also happens to be the feast day of Saints Peter and Paul.


THE MEANING OF SOUND


SOUND SYMBOLISM IN ITALIAN


One of the more hotly debated topics among linguists is the theory known as sound symbolism, which proposes that the relationship between word sounds and word meaning is not arbitrary for all words (linking phonology to semantics). More simply put, it is the belief that humans create terms whose sounds remind us of the objects or actions they name. The most obvious form is onomatopoeia (onomatopea in Italian). Buzz, whoosh, and crackle are examples of our efforts to verbally come as close to the actual sound as we can.


Sound symbolism, however, reaches even deeper levels. Let's take two examples from English: plinto and jundake. These aren't real English words and cannot be found in any dictionary, but see if you can answer a few questions about them. Which of the two would describe a newly discovered animal as large as an elephant? How about one as small as a mouse? Chances are, you answered jundake for the first question and plinto for the second and the reasoning behind this is not pure coincidence.


Some linguists believe that certain clusters of sounds hiding in everyday vocabulary elicit specific images within us. They speculate that tonal qualities may provide us with information about the proximity or size of an object and examples can be taken from both English and Italian. High-pitched vowels, such as ee (as in meet) describe small or close items: qui (here), vicino (near), and piccolo (teeny). On the other end of the spectrum, lower-pitched vowels, such as a (as in wall) or o (as in tone) describe big or far objects: là (there), lontano (far), and grande (large). In addition, the endings –ino(a) or –etto(a) may be added to nouns to make them smaller or more endearing as in fratellino (little brother). Similarly, the suffix –one(a) describes larger items such as in portone (large door or entryway). Consonants also play a large role in sound symbolism. The suffixes –accio, –accia, –acci, –acce are frequently added to nouns as pejorative descriptors. So a really bad day would be a giornaccio, bad weather or a storm would be referred to as a tempaccio and so on.


However, sound symbolism is far from foolproof. The Italian words qua (here) and lì (there) may be used to disprove the idea because their sound patterns are exactly the opposite of that proposed. In English, the adjectives small and big are frequently cited by critics of sound symbolism as examples which poke holes in the theory. And never make the assumption that every word which ends in –accio(a) is negative as there are many examples of neutral nouns with this ending: faccia (face), ghiaccio (ice), and braccio (arm).


So how does this help anyone learning Italian? Otto Jespersen, the Danish linguist, contributed greatly to the advancement of phonetics and linguistic theory. After devoting much of his time to phonological study, he concluded that sound symbolism makes some words "more fit to survive" because the word has considerable strength in the memory of a speaker. As long as you exercise care, you can begin to make predictions about meanings of unfamiliar words or at least get an idea of the connotations of particular nouns (positive or negative, large or small). With practice, you can even start creating your own new nicknames. 


About the Author: Britten Milliman is a native of Rockland County, New York, whose interest in foreign languages began at age three, when her cousin introduced her to Spanish. Her interest in linguistics and languages from around the globe runs deep but Italian and the people who speak it hold a special place in her heart.


NO MORE VINO FOR THOSE UNDER 16 IN ITALIAN CITY


ROME - For the first time in Italy's wine-steeped history, a city government has banned alcohol for those under 16 in an effort to curb drinking problems among youths.  A measure approved in the northern city of Milan on Friday calls for fines of up to euro500 ($700) for younger teens caught drinking and for those who give or sell them alcohol.


Italy has no minimum drinking age, only a rarely enforced ban on serving alcohol in public to those under 16.  A glass of wine with a good meal is a pillar of the country's food culture, and it is common to see children sharing a sip with their parents at restaurants.


But in recent years alcoholism among youths has become a concern for authorities as teens have increased their consumption of stronger beverages and taken up habits like binge drinking.  In Milan, 34 percent of 11-year-olds have had problems with alcohol, the municipality said in a statement. Overall, 22.4 percent of boys aged 11-18 and 13 percent of girls in Italy have drinking habits that pose a health risk, according to the National Observatory for Alcohol.


Other cities have prohibited selling alcohol to youths, but officials in Milan stressed this was the first comprehensive ban on drinking in Italy. On Saturday the news got the front-page headline of the country's top daily, Corriere della Sera, which filled two pages with comments on the pros and cons of prohibition for teens.  The ordinance will take effect Monday and results will be evaluated after four months, said deputy mayor Riccardo De Corato.


Under the ban, parents will be notified if their children are caught buying or drinking alcohol, he said, adding that the new rules would be enforced in "every store, bar, pizzeria, night club and restaurant."








"Ars longa, vita brevis" is a common saying in Italy.


It means "art is long, life is short" and reflects the Italian love of leisure.





RICHARD A. PIZZO


ATTORNEY AT LAW


� HYPERLINK "http://WWW.PIZZOLAW.COM" ��WWW.PIZZOLAW.COM�








1515 SOUTH DENVER AVENUE	             918.599.8118 VOICE


TULSA, OKLAHOMA 74019-3828	             918.599.8119 FAX


EMAIL: � HYPERLINK "mailto:PIZZO@PIZZOLAW.COM" ��PIZZO@PIZZOLAW.COM�	             800.846.4878 TOLL FREE








100 g (4 oz) Sugar


2 Eggs (see note 1 below)


30 ml (1 fl oz) Dark rum








Bankruptcy…


Probate…


Guardianships…





Garrison Law Office, PLLC


918-455-0344


We are a debt relief agency.  We help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code.








A Roman Centurion commanded 100 hundred men.





____________ OCTOBER ottobre ___________


October 14th – IAST Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00pm, Call Vince for details if you want to come to the meeting.


October 25th – Monthly IAST Dinner Meeting – TBD


TBA – Caffé Italia Nights


TBA – Circle Cinema Movie Night








The Roman Empire fell in 476 AD, after its last emperor,


Romulus Augustulus, was forced to abdicate by barbarian invaders.





_____________ AUGUST agosto____________


August 12th – IAST Board of Directors Meeting, 6:00pm, Call Vince for details if you want to come to the meeting.


August 23rd – Monthly IAST Dinner Meeting – Monthly IAST Dinner Meeting at St Patrick Church in Sand Springs, Sunday, 1:30pm.


We are looking at the possibility of hosting future meetings at Ti Amo’s due to construction on I-244/412 W towards Sand Springs.





The Circle Cinema is Open 7 Days a Week Showing Independent Films, Documentaries, Foreign Films, and Classics. 


Midnight Movies Last Weekend Every Month 


Located at 10 S. Lewis (just south of Admiral & Lewis) – 918-585-3456





�





Chocolate salami (a.k.a. Salame di cioccolato)


This dessert is very popular amongst the Italian families and it is usually eaten with coffee, after lunch. It is sometimes served as dessert in trattorias, especially in those rural trattorias you can find along the Po river at the border between Lombardy and Emilia Romagna regions of Italy. There are many variations of the theme, of course, and this is down to the local culinary customs, as always happens in Italy. It's a rustic dessert that probably would never find a place in those fancy restaurants, but it is very good to eat and this is what really matters!





INGREDIENTS:


300 g (11 oz) Rich tea biscuits


150 g (5 oz) Butter (unsalted)


100 g (4 oz) Dark chocolate or 85% Cocoa





OPTIONAL: see note 2 below


Note 1: this is a dessert containing raw eggs, so be sure you buy fresh, top quality eggs.


Note 2: as an option, try adding 40 g (1 ½ oz) of citrus peel and double the quantity of rum.





PREPARATION:


Cut the butter into pieces and let it warm to room temperature.  Break the chocolate bar into pieces and put them into a small bowl. Melt the chocolate using the bain Marie method.  While melting the chocolate, stir with a spoon to be sure that there are no lumps. When the chocolate is completely melted, set the bowl aside and let the chocolate cool a little.  Put the biscuits into a large bowl.  Break the biscuits using the back of a spoon; make them into crumbs.  When the butter is soft, work it with an electric whisk for few seconds and then start adding the Ingredients as shown next (you can add all these Ingredients without stopping to whisk).  Add the sugar.  Add the eggs.  Whisk for few seconds.  Add the melted chocolate.  Whisk for few seconds.  Add the rum and whisk again for few seconds.  Pour the mixture into the large bowl containing the biscuit crumbs. If using citrus peel, add this now.  With a spoon, work the mixture until all the biscuit crumbs are completely coated with the chocolate mixture.  The result should be a chocolate dough.  Take the dough and make the shape of a salami. Put the chocolate salami onto a layer of cling film and then wrap it with the film.  When wrapping, press the chocolate salami to make it compact. Then seal the sides and put the chocolate salami in the fridge for a couple of hours.   After a couple of hours, you can slice your chocolate salami and serve it with coffee or tea.  Enjoy it!  








Ciao Bella!   1

